Mass murder of psychiatric patients 1939–1945 in Lower Saxonia: administration and execution by Finzen, Asmus
BioMed  Central
Page 1 of 1
(page number not for citation purposes)
BMC Psychiatry
Open Access Oral presentation
Mass murder of psychiatric patients 1939–1945 in Lower Saxonia: 
administration and execution
Asmus Finzen
Address: Spalenvorstadt 3, 4051 Basel, Switzerland
Like in all parts of the Nazi-Reich thousands of mentally
ill and mentally handicapped adults and children from
Lower Saxony were killed between 1939 and 1945. This
paper focuses on the meticulous administration and the
execution of the mass murder: the bureaucratic organiza-
tion, the registration and selection of the victims, the com-
pliance of the state and hospital administrators and the
Reichsbahn-personnel, the organization of the transporta-
tion to the institutions where they were murdered by gas.
Original hospital documents are used to reconstruct what
happened. Special attention is paid to the fate of 180 Jew-
ish patients who were concentrated in a first raid in the
Wunstorf Hospital near Hannover in September 1940 and
transported to Brandenburg to be murdered.
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